NN General Public
Services Buildings
D B. Administration Service  Washington, DC 20405

Date : May 8, 1984

Reply to ) . .

Atin of : Director, Art-in-Architecture and Historic Preservation Programs (PE)
Subject: Border Station signs by Peter Max

To Mr. William F. Sullivan

Commissioner, PBS (P)

Peter Max was the selected graphic artist to create signs welcoming
visitors to the United States at the U.S. Border Stations. Mr. Max
was selected directly by Administrator Arthur Sampson, apnointed by
former President Nixon.

The Art-in-Architecture Program was not in any way whatsoever involv-
ed with the selection, review, anproval, payment, installation, or
any other aspect of Peter Max's work. Mr. Max was personally hand-
picked for this work by Mr. Sampson, without the advice or consent
of either the Art-in-Architecture Program staff or the National
Endowment for the Arts.

The Art-in-Architecture Program, therefore does not have, nor has it
ever had, anything to do with the Peter Max Border Station signage
or graphics project.

DONALD W. THALACKER

Director

Art-in-Architecture and
Historic Preservation Programs



Peter Max Wel T _ GSA Bicent {21 Pro;

In 1974, the General Services Administration was asked to submit
potential projects to commemorate the Nation's Bicentennial
Celebration. At that time, five projects were identified,
including a bilingual welcome sign to be located at approximately
200 border stations along the Canadian and Mexican Borders.

In June of 1974, GSA contracted with artist Peter Max to develop
a series of 7 welcome signs. The 200 welcome signs were
fabricated and installed 1978.

The pictorial part of the signs is 4'x 6'x 1-1/2" and the message
"Welcome to the United States" a 1'x 6' x 1-1/2" sign panel. The
message is in two languages: English/Spanish and English/French.

The finished signs were designed so they can be viewed by both
pedestrian traffic as well as vehicular traffic traveling at
approximately 15-35 mph.

The total project cost was $300,000.00., which breaks down as
follows:

$ 5,000.00 Contract administration/supervision

16,000.00 - Design of seven pictorial scenes

111,424.00 - Seven original paintings on canvas
_167.576.00 - Fabrication of final fiberglass signs
$300,000.00

The unit cost per sign is $1,500.00 which did not include
installation. The signs have been designed for a life expectancy
of approximately 15 years including resistance to sun fading,
temperature difference, defacement, etc.

In 1978 an agreement was reached between GSA, Customs Service,
and Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) for reimbursment
for the installation of the welcome signs at border crossing
owned and operated by those respective agencies.

In 1983, the Customs Service Commissioner asked GSA to remove all
signs at the Border Crossings. GSA Acting Administrator
indicated that because of the expense of replacement signage or
artworks that were suggested and the investment in the signs to
date, it was not in the best interest of the Government to remove
the signs. The Acting Administrator indicated that if there were
specific locations where Customs felt the placement of signs
could be improved or if the condition of the sign is such that
it required repair or replacement, GSA would look into the
specific problem and resolve it to Customs satisfaction.



It was learned that the signs in Region 7 were removed by the
Regional Administrator after a visit to each Border. According
to Region 7 officials, all signs had either blown down, had
bullet holes, had been run over by cars, missing, or had
deteriorated. Of the 23 Borders, 3 were missing; 20 signs have
now been stored in offices or Conference rooms in the regional
office.

There were 26 Peter Max signs at Border Crossings in Region 1.
One sign is in place, one missing and 24 have been removed and
stored in various locations by the Regional Administrator for

various reasons.

Is there a PBS policy on the general subject? No, as the above
history shows this was a unique project.

Should there be? No, the border station welcome signs were a

one-time graphic signage project. Another project for signage is
not anticipated at anytime in the future.

Prepared by: Marilyn Farley
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U\HTED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY/ m Y
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DATE: May 31, 1978
FILE: BOR-1-01 A:JAH

Regional Commissicners, Immigration and Naturalization Service
TO : Regional Commissioners, United States Customs Service

Cecrmissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service
FROM : Commissioner of United States Customs Service

SUBJECT July 4 Peter Max Posters Unveilings

As you know, GSA has acquired substantial guantities of the svbhject poster
which are designed to create a positive response in travelers arriving, particu
larly at land border posts. On July 4, 1978, GSA, INS and Custcms will partici
pata in ceremonies in Washington, D.C., Ottawa, and Mexico City and concurrentl
2t the border posts listed at Attachment A, to unveil the pgsters wnich will
have been deliverxed and installed by GSA prior to July 4. At the larger
“stations, GSA personnel will not only arrange for installation but also for the
unveiling ceremony. At the smallier posts wa reguest your cooperation in ensur-
ing that the posters are unveiled by INS/USCS personnel in a dignified manner
anc at the same time not in any way delaying traffic or deqrading enforcement
and operational standards. Attached at Tabs B and C are draft advance and day-
of~the-event press releases which should ke adapted to local conditions and
telaved hv vou to the media as vou deem fit, Please wcrk with GSA and local

gsveranental authorities for whatever dignified, low-key cersmonies are deemed
approprizte fer the sivuation including participation by our counterparts in
Maxicrn and Canada.

‘2 hzve reminded GEA Headgquarters that many of the facilities listed in
Zio 7 have maintenance and related facilivy deficiencies which are af leng
standing and which shovld have been corrected in the past and certainly should
L. sorracted prior to the July 4, 1978, cersmonias. ©33 Heaigquarters has
szomised to adars thes= problems expeditiously and we also encourage you
to work aggressively with Regional and local GSA personiel to effect these
nacessary repairs, repainting, etc. Thank you for your and your associates'
cooperation ia this event.

Cammissionsr ~eonel Castillo foceiininn: [ .

Attachments (Tab A - list of border posts)
(Tabs B and C - press guidance Provided by GSA)
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Alburg Springs, VT
Alcar, AR
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Chagplain, NY
Chateaugay, NY
Chief Mountain, MT
Churubusco, NY
Clavton, NY
2z>urn Core, ME
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Crane Lake, MN
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Talcon Heights, TX

Torest City, ME

Fort Covington, NY
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GSA Bilingual Welcome Sign To Be Dedicated at Bordetr

A four-by-six-foot, multicolored sign with "Welcome to the United
3tatas” in Eszlish and (French/Spanish) will be unveiled July & at the
{J.3. Zuscoms Service and/or Immigration and Naturalization Sarvice) border
scation at (location).

Scheduled to participate in the Independence Day ceremony are (names,
titles).

The original painting is one of seven by artist Peter Max, who was
cocmnissioned by the U.S. General Services A&ministration. The sign is

-2 ~7 =pra rhan 200 along ghe Mexican and Canadian borders. Others in

she {local name) area are at (location/s).
umerous similar ceremonies will be held along the Mexican and
zaian bordars on Independence Day.

{NOTE TO EDITORS: A complete 'list of locations is attached .}

?lacement of the signs, GSA Administrator Jay Solomon said, is the

A

ssult aof cooperaticn between his agency and the U.S. Customs Service

e — e

= :he Immigration and Naturalizatioa Sarvice, on whose property they.
———

7 il

*EEEE-EEEE_EEfCEEd'
"I am very happy these signs are up,” Solomon said. "I think Peter
Max has captured in these paintings the warmth and excitement we hope
will be felt by all people entering this country——visitors and residents
alike.”

{ MORE)
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GSA Bilinsual Welcome Sign To Be Dedicated at Border

A four-by-six-foot, multicolored sign with “"Welcome to the United
States” in Eoglish and (Freoch/Spanish) will be unveiled July 4 at the
{U.3. Ciscoms Service and/or Immigration and Naturalization Service) border
scation at (locacion).

Scheduled to participate im the Independence Day ceremony are (names,

titles).

The original painting is one of seven by artist Peter Max, who was

commissioned by the U.S. Genmeral Services Aduinistration. The sign is
-3 -% wpra rhan 200 along the Mexican and Canadian borders. Others in

zhe {local name) area are at (location/s). \

Ty
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nmerous similar ceremonies will be held along the Mexican and
~zaian porders on Iadependence Day.

(NOTE TO EDITORS: A complete list of locatioms is attached.)

" ?lacement of the signs, GSA Adminiscracor Jay Solomon said, is the
-25ull of cooperation batween his ageacy and the U.S5. Customs Service
.= :he Immigration and Naturalizatioa Service, on whose property thay
nave been efec:ed.

"I am very happy these sigans are up,” Solomon said. "I chink Peter
Max has captured in these paintings the warmth and excitement we hope
will be felct by all people entering this countrﬁ-visicors and residents
alike.”

(MORE)



. =vzir=o0.0 LRCMAN-DOCN Wew Lorker. 1S reminiscent
a: 1230s arc nouveau. His work is done in what has been cailed a "kalei-
duscopic, technicolor” style, with as many as 10 colors to a picture, which
zany counsider Max'’s trademark.

In addition to erecting the signs at its border statioms INS has placed
snz dax welcome sign in a Philadelphia federal building where new American
~i=i-ang are sworn in, and is considering putting them up in other similar
:laces.,

The border signs are only one of several art projects and programs
in which GSA is involved. A major patron of the arts, the agency has
commissioned 150 works of art worth more than $4 millioun for federal
suildings over the past 16 years.

Under GSA's ‘Art-in—~Architecture"” program, up to one~half of
.~z rercent of the estimated construction cost of a federal building,

“t2 cust of zaior cepairs and alterations to an existing one, may

or art.

e

2z a3zad

Simultaneously with the border ceremonies, three others will take
-tace Julv 4 in the U.S., Mexican and Canadian capitals.

%1 Washington, Max is to preseat che U.S., through a member of
izesident Carter's family, with a painting of the Statue of Liberty he
did on July 4, 1976. The artist wanted to commemorate the third yeart
of the Bicentennial, and to show his love for his adopted country.

The four—by-eight foot painting is in a different style from that of
the border signs. It is more realistic, more detailed and the colors—
earthy reds, blues, grey and brown——are more subtle, warm and muted.

(MORE)



T* sriTaal oTAlS pailnfing 1o 1¥73 because it

5 exactly 200 vears ago, in 1778, thact the American revolutionary
=%:237y over the British at the battle of Monmouth (New Jersey) cono—

vinced the French-—who in 1884 presented the U.S. the Statue of Liberty—

to enter the war on the American sida.

""Me stafue pecame a national monument in 1924,

” fEE ot
-1 L2NICD L.

ty and Ottawa, the American ambassadors are to present
zizipals of two of the seven Max paintings to the Mexican and Canadian

»

governments during U.S. independence day celebrations at the U,S.

ambassies.

2agar Hiclkman, GSA Information. 202/56A=1231 or 301/3530.121n0.

YTAOT
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[SPECTION STATIONS

SalON
Joint Qoberts, WA
Itz nz, WA (Peace Arch)
slaine, WA (Pacific Highway)
Lynden, WA
Sumas, WA
i chthawk WA

JaoTy, WA
Janvwlla, WA

zazisr, YHA

Trontier, WA
Zouandary, WA
HM2taline Falls, WA
Porchill, ID
Eastport, ID
Roosville, MT
Chief Mountain, MT
2iegan, MT
Tel Bonita, MT
3.=zz=itgrass, AT
ave. orse, T
fliirow Craeslk, MT
Turner, MT
*hitlash, MT
+a377an, MT

oy i

-Zzzail, T
Zarmond, MT
Fortuna, ND
dnbrose, ND
“:oaman, ND

ctky Ll
cthgate, ND
arwood, WD
rca2r, ND
.Eathope, ND
Carbury, ND
Dunseith, ND
St. John, ND
Hansboro, ND
Sarles, ND
Hannah, ND
Maida, ND
Walhalla, ND
Neche, ND
?ambina, ND
‘esthope, ND
‘nvaes, MN

2
i)
~

b Y

Custous
GSA
a3a
GSA
354
I&NS
I&NS
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA _
GSA
I&NS
GSA
Laii3
LaNS
I&NS
Customs
I4NS

B B
L ..-I.:l-
Z&NS
GSA
I&NS
GsSa
GSA
224
Customs
GSA
1aNS
GSA
Customs
GSA
GSA
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
GSA
GSA
GSA



daudette, MN

~acarmational Falls, N

Crane Lake, MN

gly, MN

Grand Portage, MN

Sault Ste. Marie, MI

Toberts Landing, MI

~=Zonae, ML

Harine City, MI

wie wadlr, ML

Zort Hurom, MI

Tetroit, MI (Ambassador Bridge)
Detroit, MI (D&C Tunnel)
Buffalo, NY (Peace Bridge)
Niagara Falls (Whirlpool Bridge)
Niagara Falls (Rainbow Bridge)
Youngstown, NY

Lawistown, NY

Capa Vincent, NY

widiyton, Y

Thousand Is. Bridge, NY

‘lexandria Bay, NY

“hurubusco, NY
:Tistown, VIV

Cannon Cormers, NY
sgdensburg, NY
Tort Covington, NY
Tzout River, NY
Sratzaugay, NY
“inoars, NY
—nlain, NY
iouses Point, NY
Alburg, VT
Alburg Springs, VT
Highgate Springs, VT
West Berkshire, VT
Richford, VT (Pinnacle Road)
East Richford, VT
Richford, VT
North Troy, VT
Derby Line, VT (Interstate Rt, 91)
Derby Line, VT (U.S. Re. 5}
Norton, VT
Canaan, VT
3eecher Falls, VT

Pittsburgh, NH

LadS

Customs

I&NS

GSA

Gsa

GSA

GSA

GsSA

GSA

Free — Pier Facility
Yree ~ Pler Facility
Free = Pier Facecilicy
free =~ Pier Facility
GSA

GSA/Customs

GSA

GSA

GSaA

GSA/Bridge Commission
Free - Pier Facility
GSA

Free — Summer Quly
Jer Facility

Free — Summer Only
Pier Facilicty

GSA

GSA

GSA

Trwa = T mmar Oaly
swe7T sacilicy
Customs

GSaA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

T

GSA

GSaA

GSA

GSA

G54

Customs

GSA

GSA

Gsa

G5A
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*7=nd Portage, ME G534,
Torast City, tE Customs
Fort Rent, ME GSa
Tedowaska, = G3a
van Buren, ME GSA
Hamlin, ME Customs
Limestone, ME Gsa
Ft. Fairfield, ME GSA
nriizewater, ME Customs
Fouliion, ME uda
“renzizallo, ME Customs
.-xceboro, ME DY
Calais, ME (Ferry Point) GSA
Calais, ME (Milltown) GSA
Zastport, ME GSA
Lubec, ME GSA
Bar Harbor, ME Free — Pier Facility
Portland, ME Free — Pier Facility
San Ysidro, CA GSA
Tecate, CA GSA
Calexico, CA GsSa
- irada, CaA G3a
3an Luis, AZ 334
Lukeville, AZ GSa
Sasabe, AZ GSA
‘ogales, AZ - 2 stations GSA
nezlas, AZ GSA
Y BTN
Lie2i, Al RS
antelape Wells, NM 1&NS
Columbus, NM LI&NS
£l Paso, TX (Paso del Norte) GSA
z1 Paso, TX (Ave. of the Americas) GSaA
‘ilata, TX TsNS
“apens, TX L&NS
[ == Haneock, TX TENS
irzsidio, T™X I&NS
smistad Dam, TX L&NS
Del Rio, TX GSA
Eagle Pass, TX GSA
Laredo, TX GSa
Falcon Heights, TX Customs
Roma, TX GSA
Rio Grande City, TX GSA
Los Ebanos, TX Free
Hidalgo, TX GSA
Progresso, TX GSA
Brownsville, TX (Gateway Br.) GSaA
Alcan, &K GSA

ialnes, AK GSA
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W DN\ Administration Building: Service Washington, DC 20405

Date JUN 26 1978

Eﬁﬁ'g,m Program Branch - PBOP

Subject. Installation of Peter Max Signs at
Border Crossings owned and operated
To by Customs and INS

All Regional Commissioners, PBS
(Except Regions 3, 4, 6, and 9)

An agreement has been reached with United States Customs Service and
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), concerning reimburse-
ment for the installation of the Peter Max Signs at border crossings
owned and operated by those respective agencies.

A GSA Form 2957, Reimbursable Work Authorization, has been con-
sumated at the national level with both agencies. Work performed in
relation to the installation of the signs at locations listed on the attached
sheets should be entered into the NEAR/AS, citing the Act No. and
Organization Code of the performing organization; however, these
transactions should cite Work Authorization No. N2980542 for work
performed for Customs locations and Work Authorization No. N2980555
for work performed at INS locations. Only those services directly
related to the installation of these signs should be charged to these
work authorizations.

3

Most of these facilities are small and are therefore the last priority for
the installation of the signs, However, to ensure maximum coverage
with a minimum of travel, signs should be installed at facilities of
various sizes which are in relatively close proximity during one trip.
Every effort should be made to have all of the signs installed by July 4,
1978,

If you have any questions call Tony Wilps, Operations Division,
(202) 566-1446.

NOTE :

Please advise this office by written
certification when the work has been
accomplished related to the above

Work Authorizations. =

Assistant Co ssioner
for Buildings Management

Enclosure
cc: All Repional Administrators

All Regional Directors, BMD
(Except Regions 3, 4, 6, and 9) . . e
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MAY 15 1978 | y/
Msl iarbara McDonouih

Dear Ms. MeDonough:

Thank you for your letter of April 16 coucerniny the Peter Max Border
Station signs and the proposed resclution to go bofore the State
Department Convention of Montana.

fince your previous correspoidence did not reach thleg office, we are
taking this opportunity to provide you with background information
which may be halpful.

In 1972 the General Services Administration comuissionsed artist Peter
Max ko create walcome slgne at all border crossings into this country..

While we xecognize that reaction to artwork is understandably aubﬁect{va
and that Mr. Max' styla has been criticized gocaglonally, he has also
bean described by mpny citlzens and art oritiocs as a painter who coptures
the warmth sand ezcitement Bf the amerlean pdbple! The work of Hax has
bren called kaleidoscopiv since he uses as many as ten colors to a
ploture., Many people cousldor this bls trodemar:.

We do appreciate your taking tha time to share your thoughts with us
and respect your comumants.

éincaxely,

b v

gt 2
r %

L3

DEWHIS J. KEILMAN
Acting rommiselonax

cc: PCF, PC(2), PFAAL, P, NO(3)

A(R/F), P{lelva)
PC:ESTRINER:vdh:5/9/79:x60574
‘RET : BIKETLMAN : vdh : 5/14/79

Control No. N79-1373 due 5/9

PC spy PFD  8BpY
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c?ﬂ/‘ L SE, SES

General Services Adminlstrati-m
Wash., D C.

Dear Sir;

Enclosed is a self explanatory Resolution which will ro baefore the State
Dept. Convention in July of this year.

This is the 3rd letter I have written to the Administration, =5 yet I
have not reciaved a reply.

Also, our State Senator is working on this.

If you have any informstinn nn the subject that would help eclarify the

projact; plesse advise.

Thank you;

Barbara McDonough
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Resolution

WHEREAS, The Gereral Services Administration has directed the instrllation
of the Flower People Bill-hosrds appearing at the entry points
of the United Stntes when comming from Cansda or Maxico, nnd

WHEREAS, they do not represent the majority of the American provle—iue to
the desipn, and

WHEREAS, such a method of inviting prople to the U.S.A. should raprasent
all of the people

NOW BE IT RESOLVSD, that District #8 of the Dept, of Montnana, Americsn
Leglon Auxiliary request the sipns be teken down or repninted
with a Mountain lake scene.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that s copy of this resolution be forwaried to
the American Leglon Auxiliary, Department Convention to be
held in 1979,

-

Submitted by District #8 Committee

signed
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Honorable E. (Kika) de la Garza

House of Representatives

fashington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. de la Garza:

Thank you for your letter of November 7, 1978, concerning
the Peter Max "Welcome Signs" which are located at all
U.S. border stations. I have enclosed, for your
information, a copy of the letter we forwarded to you

earlier in response to your inguiry to the Commissioner

of Custons.

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
Administrator's Weekly Reading File (A),
PCD:MBLACKISTONE:plf:X60613:11/14/78
Control No. 6222 Due Date 11/21/78

PC PD P

AK




Congress of the Enited States
THouge of Repregentatives
Washington, BD.E. 20515 =

‘ lj. / { 4L
7 November 1978 o éﬁ:ﬁizllmO 0

s.apate Repty for Signature of /ﬁ/

ﬁ/
Hon Joel U Solomon v:manOﬂYOfReNV‘°f73’1?2553/
- - / L FD ol
Administrator o ) %wmw%mm/¥}F7ﬂ 7
General Services Administration -

/7N
Washington, D C ’ —,LJ, 2// ZZV

Dear Mr Solomon

Attached is a copy of a letter from one of my
constituents, Wr W A Park, as well as a copy of a letter I ;
received from the Commissioner of Customs.

This correspondence concerns the art work on display at
the border stations entering the United States from Mexico and
is self explanatory.

=TT

Any consideration you can give this matter, commensurate
with your policies, will be greatly appreciated.

With my thanks and high regards, I am
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-~  DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

: U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE
WASHINGTON

nnT 2 6 1978 REFER TO

‘ ' FAC-6-03-A:L:S

The Honorable

E (Kika) de 1a Garza
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. dé la Garza:

Thank you for your letter of October 12, 1978,
*forwarding a letter on behalf of Mr. W. A. Park
concerning the art work on display at the border
stations entering the United States. These "Welcome
to the United States" signs are copies of works by
the artist Peter Max which were commissioned by the
General Services Administration.

I have received one letter from a Congressman
on behalf of one of his constituents who disliked
the use of the Peter Max paintings at the border
stations. I also received a letter from a Customs
;Lemployee uorklng at 2 Texas border stat1on who
dislikes: their dse. e -

Since the General Services Administration has
been the overseer of this project since its inception,
we are forwarding your letter to them for direct
reply.

Your interest in the U.S. Customs Service is
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Commissioner of Customs

REPLY TO: COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS, WASHINGTON, D C. 20229
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Honor£b1e E. (Kika) de la Garza
House of Representatives
Washington, DG 20515

Dear Mr. de 1a Garzar ¢

Thank you for your October 12, 1978, letter on behalf of Mr. W. A. Park,
Roma, Texas, regarding’the Peter Max "Welcome to the United States"

border stations signs. Your jetter was referred to us by the Commissioner
of Customs.

In 1972 the General Services Administration awarded a contract with
artist Peter Max to create welcome signs at all border crossings into
this country. While we recognize that reaction to artwork is under-
standably subjective and Mr. Max' style has been criticized occasionaily,
he has also been described by many citizens and art critics as a painter

‘who captures the warmth and excitement of the American people. You will .

be interested to know that over the past several years we have received
a great deal of praise and encouragement for the border stations project.

We do appreciate your tikfng the time to share your thoughts with us+
and we do respect Mr. Park's comments. If we can be of further
assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Jay Solomon {
Administrator

-

cc: PCN, A, AK, PFAAL, PCD(2)
Administrator's Weekly Reading File - A

PCD:MBLACKISTONE: p1f:X60613:11/7/78
Due Date 11/14/78




Octoher 7, 1978

Hbnorable E. (Kika) de la Garza
House Office Building
Vashington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr., de la Garza:

I have never been as appalled in my-life as I was ugorn seeigg
those atrocious signs that have been placed at the points of
entry into the United States.

What is the meaning? If it is art then I feel sorry for the
artist, He deserves to starve to death, If it is patriotic,
then I see no historical connection.

I did some checking and was told that these ridiculous signs
were placed at every port of entry in the United States at
a phenomenal cost to us who pay the tab.

Many of my people and I recalcitrate. Ve would like thes?
signs removed. If we fust have signs, why not "Old Glory",

| oxNashingfon, Lingolny gy sone other great Americaniin., . - |
Better yet, put up a picture oI the one rgsponsi?le for putEi§q
up such madness, and we can thnroVw mud at it to show our Pro:e.t
at the way some of you folk are wasting our hard earned bucks,

Sign me, my family, and my pecrnle as tax pavers who are fed up.

Sincerel

Sy

)ﬂiuzfonarz; Z(/t'llt'ém A Parl

Serving both sides of the Rio Grande River
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Control # 9734
due date: 8/16/79

-

SEPS5 1879

Hr, Tom Loeffler
ilouse of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Locffler:

Mr. R. L. Chasen, Co=missioner of Customs, has forwarded for reply a
copy of your letter rolative to questions raised by Texas State
Bepresentative Susan Mclice, and one of your constitutents, Mr, M. A.
Shroyer of Soncra, Toxas, concerning the “Welcome to the United States”
signs installed at the Texas-Hexlcan border,

Tho panels, which are the work of Petor ilax, an Amorican artist, vere
accepted for display along the Canadian and Mexicarn horders by the U.S.
Customs Service and the Immigration and Naturalizatiom Service at cercmonies
held or July 4, 1978, at many border stations, at the U.S5. Ezbassies in
tiexico City and Ottawa, and om the Ellipso behind the White House where

the Sorvice Cemzissioners, the Canadian and Mexican smbassadors, end the
artist participated.

| e |
Regarding the commdnts of your constitutent sbout the United States
flag, it should bo stated that pursuant to 36 USC 174(e), the flag is
displayed 24 hours a day at the Del Rio port of oatry; it is on a pole
adjacent to the “wolcome' sigm.
¥o trust this iaformation will serve to clarify the matter for you.

Sincarely,

{EP e pm o

.@!Q’?!E‘Di-i'é.— MARSCHALL

A. R. MARSCHALL
Comuissionar

cc: PCP, PC(2), PCM, PFAAL, P(Meiva), AK, AO(3)

PC:KYASKG:cko:x60574:ISAEGYQ:retypcd:17AUG?D,20AUGTQ,21AUG & 30AUGTY

PC PD P

PLEASE SEE PREVIOUS YELLOWS
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Honorable Ron larlence
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr, Marlenee:

|
Thank you for your letter of July 13 in which you express your concern
over the artistic character of the welcame signs at the border sgations
on the U.8./Canadian border, especially in the State of Hontana.

The panels, which are the work of Peter Max, an American artist, were
accepted for display along the Canadian and Mexican borders by the U.S.
Custans Service and the Inmigration and Haturalization Service at cere-
ronies held on July 4, 1978, at many border stations, at the U.S. embassies
in Mexico City and Ottawa, axl on the [llipse behind the White Ilouse where
the Service Commnissioners, the Canadian and Mexican ambassadors, and the
artist participated. .

Although it is the policy of the General Services Administration not to
renove artwork in reaction to individual objections, since there are always
those who endorse and accept the artwork, we are cwrrently studying the
entire matter of the welcame signs at the boder stations. In view of your
recuest, and the objections espressed by others, we belicve there may be

an alternative that would be acceptable to both the supporters and opponents
of this artwork.

Vo trust this matier will be resolved to your satisfaction; bowever, we ask
that you allow us a reasonable amount of time to consider the ramifications
of whatever action is ultirately taken by us.

Sincerely,

(Sirned) R, G. Frecom III

R. G. FREIZWIT III
Mirinistralor

cc: PCF, PC, PC(YASKO), PFAAL, P, AD(3), PCN
PC:KYASKO:vdh: 7/20/79 x

REW Per DKEILMAN: 7/27 Control #9112 due 7/23
REW Per A 8/2 _

REW Per PD:sar 8/24/79
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MOHTANA DFFISES:
20 3no STACLY, NorTH
GREAT FALLS, MoNTAuA 55401
(406) A43-3264

310 NorTH 267H SYRAILT
SulTE 5429-33
TiLLINGS, MonTANA 59101
(406) 657-6783
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he g Administrator Wy s sent to gq P-‘D, S|

tha General Services Adwinistration | oD Ae o i

s 18th and F Streets, N.W. m_ﬁ_mz_W5/77 ;
Washington, D.C. 20405 ’jﬁ? -

atte o v

us z Dear Administrator Freeman:

ion

During the past several months I have received numerous complaints regarding
the greeting signs commissioned by the General Services Administration
designed by the artist Peter Max that have been placcd at Port of Entry
locations on the U.S./Canadian border. It is my understanding that the

s HeL artist was commissioned to produce 7 different works for the Bicentennial
at a cost to the tanpayers of $300,000.

! My constituents feel, and I agree, that the "art work' is inappropriate and
, does not display a proper greecting to visitors. I am certain tnat you realize
,EAS that the type of art is psychiedeiiac in nature. This form of art has been
20/ associated with the drug culture and my’ constituents do not think the U.S.
7/ government should be in any way conmected with the promotion of the illegal
drug movement.
4/

The complaints that T am receiving are not coming from a few disgruntled
people but from responsible citizens concerned with the intent the signs
display to our visitors from Canada.

Tn the strongest terms, I am requesting that the signs, at least dn my
state of Montana be removed. T am preparcd to introduce legislation or

take any appropriate action to sec that this removal is accomplished.

Your attention to this situvation is appreciated.

11y
Sincerely, == o =103
- el
i e
Ron Marlenee, !.C. ble u)

C-,§ d/ E-;'q COUNTIES Q :

CI0 HONN  DUAINE  CARDBON CARTER CASCADE CHGUTEAY CUSTER  DAMfLS BAWEGN  FALLOMN FIASUS  GARFILLD COLBEN VALLEY HILL  JUSTTH BASIN
MECONEL  #ULSLLSHLLL  PLTROLLUM  PHILLIFS POBDLR RIVOIE  IPRAUGE  RECHLAND ROOSLYELT  ROS.CUD  SULKIDAN STILLWATER  LWECT GRAST  TLTOR
JHEALZUMY  VALLLY  WHEATLAND WALAIK  YELLOWSTONE

THIS GTATIQHNLRY PRINTCD QN PAPER MADL WiTH RECYCLLD FIDERS



MONTANA OFFICES:
- 20 3no STrREST, Now
-~ GACAT FALLS, MONTANA
€406) 453.3264

Anfi’;'"“ Congress of the Hnited Stateg 30l e o

- 1584 BiLLings, MoNTAMA B9

THouse of Wepresentatives it
Washington, P.C. ~ 20515

B00-332-5963

' July 13, 1979
f
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R. G. Freeman 11I NI
Administrator et iy A0, B [
General Services Administration Mt} :
L 18th and [ Streets, N.W. . 7 = S/ 76
Washington, D.C, 20405
%

E
Dear Administrator Freeman:

During the past several months I have received numerous complaints regardir
the greeting signs commissioned by the General Services Administration
designed by the artist Peter Max that have been placed at Port of Entry

i locations on the U.S./Canadian border. It is my understanding that the
§ i artist was commissioned to produce 7 different works for the Bicentennial

E at a cost to the taxpayers of $300,000.

1 My constituents feel, and I agree, that the "art work" is ivnappropriate ano

e does wot display a preper greeting to visitors. I am certain that you Teal

Jékt" that the type of art is psychedeliac in nature. This form of art has becu
ks assoclated with the drug culture and my constituents de not think the U.S.

F'!51 government should be in any way connected with the promotion of the illega!l
£

drug movement.

The cumplaints that I am receiving are not coming from a few Jdisgruntled
people but from responsible citizens concerned with the intent the signs
displav to our visitors from Canada.

In the strongest terms, I am requesting that the signs, at least in my
state of Montana be removed. I am prepared to introduce legislation or
take any appropriate action to see that this removal is accomplished.

Your attention to this situation is appreciated.

i 103
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MG 6 1379
SIGNED AND MAILEL

CO 703.477

Tarorable fisorage Moiirwvern
Unlited Rtates Senate
P ashvington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator MocGovern:

his is in reply to your letter of July 11, 1979 with enclosed
corresgondence from M. A. Shroyer concerning a sign wvhich is
disrlayed at the port of entry at Del Rion, Toxas.

The Genaral Scrvices Administration commissioned Mr. Peter Max

to create speven paintings which were reproduced as more than 200 J
“tielcome to the United States" signs to be installed at ports of
entry zlong the Canadian and Maoxican borders. In view of my
interest, the multicolored signs, which had beon stored in ware-
houses during the previous administration, were finally erected.
Sirgr this project was arranged by the General Services Administra-
tiom, I am furnishing 2 copy of your correspondence to that agency
for its consideration.

heqq;dinu tﬂe conrients of your constituent about the U.35. flag,
it should }jg@2 stated that pursuant to 36 USC 174(e), the flag is
2isplayed g&a hours a day at the Del Ric port of entry. The photo
(xﬂbﬁggted Epth your correspondance shows the flagpole adjacent to
the ngorencud ginm,

I trust the foregoing information will bo helpful in responding
to your consgtituent. TIE T can be of further assistancs, please adviso.

Sincerely.

Leonel J. Castillo
Commissionex

cc: /(neral Services Admin.

18th & F Streets, N.V.
Washington, D.C. 20405
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Honorable Harrison A, Williams
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Willfams:

The Office of the Commissioner of the Immigration and Haturalfzatfon
Service has forwarded for our reply a letter addressed to you from
Hr. M. A. Shroyer of San Antonfo, Texas, concerning the “welcome"
sign which 1s displayed at the Del Rio, Texas, port of entry.

The panels, which are the work of Peter Max, an American artist, were
accepted for display along the Canadfan and Maxican borders by the
U.5. Customs Service and the Immigration and Haturalization Service at
ceremonies held on July 4, 1978. These ceremonies took place simul-
taneously at mapy border statfons, at the U.S. Embassies 1n Maxico
City and Ottawa, and on the E11{pse behind the White House where the
Service Commissioners, the Canadfan and Mexican Ambassadors, and the
artist participated.

Regarding the comments of Mr. Shroyer about the United States flag,

1t should be stated that pursuant to 36 USC 174{e), the flag is
displayed 24 hours a day at the Del Rio port of entry; it 4s on a pole
adjacent to the "welcome" sign.

Ye trust this information will serve to clarify the matter for you.

Sincerely,

isl pavid R- pibnexr

DAVID R. DIBHER
Assistant Commissioner
for Construction Management

cc: PC(2), P(Melva), PCF
PC:KYASKO:cko:x60574:14SEPT79
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ;

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY !
WaAsSHINGTON, D.C. 20536

AMO REFER TO THIS FILE ™
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

cO 703,544
Honorable liarrisce 4. Wiliiﬁt@NE@ AND MALED
United States Sconate .
Wasliington, DC 704510
Dear Senator Willt-ro:
Peference 18 mn v ro vour letter dated July 17, 197, vith the attached
enclosures from ° . . Shroyer, concerning a welcome ~lrn which is

displayed at the '~1 Tio, Texas port of entry.

-The General Services Administration commissioned Mr. Peter lMax to create
seven paintinge «l{¢h were reproduced as more than 200 "Welcome to the
United States"” nlrus to be inmstalled at ports of entrv along the Canadian
aud Merdcan bor 'er:. Since this project was arrangc! by the General
Services Admini:irction, I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy

of your letter 7 i~ enclosures to the Administr-i-r of that arency

for his eonsldert i and further reply to you.

Your interest in thic matter is appreciated., If tlis “ervice may be of
assistance in tl» fulnre, please do not hesitate to commmnicate with
this office.

Sincerely,

FOR TUE COMHISTFrin

Trecutive Agpis -
Enclosures -
CC: \\?DHINISTRAEOI GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, V'AS HINGTON, DC

A copy of lectter under acknowledgment and its en [osures
attached nr your information and further replv. ;7

s ————— et
[



'HARRISCN A. WILLIAMS, JR.

~

NEW JERSLEY

Q'[nt{cb ,-g')fcdcs Senafe
C s e
oy ';“’ r wAscHngGmN . 20510
& Fif ;,r—July 17, 1979

L= ATl ot
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! =

‘.‘ c‘-J . » - .
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Congressional Relations

Room 7307
425 1 Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Director:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter I have received
from M.A. Shroyer of San Antonio, Texas.

I would appreciate any information which will enable me to
respond to my_coustltuent's inquiry. Please return the enclosed

corresPOndence with your report.

With kindest regards,

HAIYT LS50 A. WlLLLildlls, \V.

HAW/ jm
Enclosure

s /d

Py 745577
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
- V\!ASHINGTON. D.C. 20536

AND REFER TD Tiu$ FILE MO

C0 703.950

E COMMISSIONER

Honorable lloward H. Baker, Jr.
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Baker:

Reference is made to your letter dated August 23, 1979, with the attached
enclosures from M. A. Shroyer, coacerning a welcome sign which 1is dis-
played at the Del Rio, Texas port of entry,

The General Services Administration commissioned Mr. Peter Max to create
seven paintings which were reproduced as more than 200 “Welcome to the
United States" signs to be installed at ports of entry along the Canadian
and Mexican borders. Since this project was arranged by the General
Services Administration, I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy

of your letter and its enclosures to the Administrator of that agency

for his consideration and further reply to you.

Your interest in this matter is appreciated. If this Service may be of
assistance in the future, please do not hesitate to communicate with
this office, :
Sincerely,

FOR THE COMMISSIONER

Executlve Assistant

Enclosures

q !
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{ATFIELD, ORESG
4 H. BAKER, JA., TENN,
fOWER, TEX.
{ARD 5. SCHWEIKER, PA.

S Vlnifed Diates Denale

fH, CHIEF COUNSIL,
ATY STAFF DIRCETOR-COUNECL COMMITTEE ON

RULES AND ADMIMISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

October 29, 1979 [Ir

Pen

"

In Reply, Refer To: HCS

Mr. Joseph W. Harrison
Director

Office of Congressional Affairs
General Services Administration
Washington, D.C. 20405

Dear Mr. Harrison:

-
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I have enclosed correspondence which I have received from

Mr. M. A. Shroyer and the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, which I believe is self-explanatory. You will note
that my inguiry was referred to your agency on September 7,
1979, and to date I have not received a reply. Your prompt

attention to this matter would be appreciated.

HHBJr :ner

Enclosure ;<. e fm et
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Honorable John Melcher
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Melchor:

Thank you for your letter of November 24 requeating information about

‘tha expenditures for the Poter Max Boxder Station sigms. . iih-

The total costs to Ceneral Services Adminimtration wore approximately
$300,000. Those costs included the fee paid to the artist, the purchase
of seven original oill paintings, the fabrication of 200 signs, the
license to reproduce tha signs and administrative costs associated with
the procurement. The approximate average cost for each installatien,
including Sweetgrass, lontana, was $2,500,

" This procurement, as you know, took placolin a prior Administration.

Since tha paintings were available, we decidsd to utilize them.

We hope this information will ba helpful to you. If wa can ba of
further assistance, pleaso let us know.

Sincerely,

Paul k.
Deputy

cc: PCF, PCN, PC, PIAAL, P, AD, AK, AD(3)
PC:ESTRINER:par:12/12/78 :x60574

REWs ESTRINCR:vdh:12/19/78 :x60574
RET:vdh:12/26/78

REW:LSTRINCR: IJCKOWSEY s vilh s 1/5/79°x60574

¥ Control No. 6462 due 12/18
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Paul E. Goulding

Deputy Administrator

General Services Administration
Washington, D. €. 20405

Dear Mr. Goulding:

Thank you for sending me the picture of the Peter
Max border station sign posted in Sweetgrass, Montana.

I thivnk it is particularly inappropriate for the
purpose that the GSA bas chosen to use it. I hope that
there wasn't much in the way of costs involwved but I
have a feeling that is a false hope and that its use at
Sweetgrass and other border stations was of a sizable
amount. Please inform me of the total expenditure by
the GSA for these signs.

Sincerely,

2t “

LLLL Butloine Wasiineion, D.C. 20510 (?02) 224-2644




Honorabhle John Melcher
iinfted Statas Senate
Hashington, DC 20410

Dear Senator Helcher:

Thank you for your letter of August 7 on behalf of Mr. Weslay F. Rodgars,
Sweetgrass, Montana, concerning the Pater Max border station signs.

¥e realize that a great divergent of opinion is possible--even probable--
Judging the merits of works of art, and that each opinrion 1s as “correct”
as the next. Art inherently evokes varying emotions.

At the dedication of the border welcome signs on July 4, the Administrator
of General Services remarked, “I think Peter HMax has captured in these
paintings the warmth and excitement we hope will be felt by ail people
entering this country--visitors and residents alike.”

We do apprecliate your taking the time to share vour thoughts with us,

and we value your comments. It is through a genfune coucern for the

use of art that future programs are being molded, and as you know, the
United States has a long-standing tradition for the support of the arts.
If we can be of further assistance, please let us know,

Sincerely,

cc: PCF, AK, A, PFAAL, P, PCD, PC

PCD:ESTRINER:x60613;da:8/21/78
Control Ho. 5116 due 38/25

PC PD P AK
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August 7, 1978 é}éaiﬁég

The Honorable Joel W. Solomon
Administrator

General Services Administration
18th and F Streets
Washington, D. C. 20405

Dear Mr. Administrator:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Wesley Rodgers
of Sweetgrass, Montana.

Mr. Rodgers is unhappy with the Peter Max bill- O
boards erected at the ports of entry along the U.5.- N
Canadian border in Montana. ™
From my phone conversation with your staff last q
week, I understand that you have prepared a reply to \
such complaints. I would appreciate it if you could
furnish me with an answer to Mr. Rodger's letter as U\ )\
soon as possible. N X
N R
= Best regards, aN\
R S 1
o2 3 incerely,
|_L_‘, ";1 ‘.._DJ
s - =
e £
|"38
o Z
02 s 5
-
[~y
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0 RusseLL BUILDING WasSHINGTON, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-2644




e y Aéig/ﬁ ' Sweeigrass,hontana
Jrcs e July 24,1978
peat? Representative, - '

A copy of-this letter is being sent to all of Montana's representatives
and I hope that it will be bassed to others who may benifit from same.

At preciscly 6 AN, July bth, epainting was unvelled on the lawn of
the gov't buildings here in Sweeigrass, I'his is a large port of entry
ard as the tourist enters from Canada he is met head on with this & x 6
£t picturesof some gaudily dressed flying man chasing birds and flowers.

liy first impression was one of dismay,then disgust &nd then shame.First
of all what does it represent,what is it trying to say or to do for the
traveloreniering our country? I have made it a point to contact several
peopfle. as to their reaction,all negative.The people at the port who
work the line have heard ever so many derogatory remarks ,very few fav
orable.

peter Max ihe artist is likely a fine artist in his environment but
T have a strong resentment for a portion of my tax dollar being used
to support his brand of talent.What are we coming to or stooping to that
we need to represent United States in this manner,Were these signs
displayed in & roadside park by the tourist indusiry ai their expense
i would not object quite so much.

I'm not sure how much fore knowledge you fellow had of this blatant
waste of taxes but I sincerely hope you have more concern for we the
“waxpayer and citizen of a nation that " By their fruits ye shall know
them". These pop art billboards are being erected all across the border (.
at points of entry. Cne persons reaction was "What are we promoting,a
drug culture?"

The lawmakers and spenders of our taxes have had their warning in cal-
ifornia,maybe 'its time we hoist the warning flag in other places as.
well for tis because of such nonsense and utter disregard for fiscal
stability that prompted Proposition 13.If we have & surplus of funds
share it with the single old age pensioners.

In closing I may say I do not support California's way of cu ting
taxes but I am appealing to my representaives to cut such utterly
rediculous appropriation as I have nade reference to or we'll have to
find someone with a better sense of financial responsibility.

IT you have the time I would appreciate a reply re. this, matter
as well as your comments as to your reaction to Prop. 13.

Yours truly,
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Cantral (9120 due 7/30/79

Zonerabls Jolm Tower
Unitn? Otates Senate
s DT 30510

Deax Senstor Tower:

F
his is in yespeonse to your Juiy 19, 1979, letitor from M. A. Stxoyex
of Somays, Texas,. welative to tha wvelcoms signs at the Maxican
hapdax. .

The pemels are the work of Peter Hax, an Anericom artist, whose work
represants A contemporary period familiar to & ganeration of Americans,
Canadibng, ond Mexicans., It has been our balief that they represent
a colexful portrayal of the warmth, informality, and friendlinsss of
the Zswricen pecple.

The acceptance of the panels to be displayed at all boxdor stations
along the Canadion and Maxiopn bopdexs by the U.0. Customs Sexvice
and Tradgratior and Natuaralization Sarvice was part of the sationwide
ceremonies held on July 4, 1978, at many of the boxder stations, as
well as at the 9.5, Exhoopies in Hexico City and Ottawa, The majer
ovent was held oa the Kllipso bohind the White Souse asd in which the
Service Comissionors, the Baxican and Canndisn Azbaospaders, and tho
artist participated., The President was represented by his son and
hip wifd.

Yo yezct to individual, personal chjootions ¢o an srtwerk would be
sentrary o cur policy simes it falls to comsider thase who accept it.
In this instanca, €0 reswwe the paaels a selacted berder gtadioas in
Montana only would diarupt the contimnity of design we trigd to achiswe
at both the Capadien aunfl Mexican bexders. Purthersare, such actlenn
wonld reguivre an uhessy explanation t9 oux paighboring govermments

who had previcusly 2cccpted two crigimals of the palntings at the
July 4, 1978, ceremenios hald in their copitals. The sntire cellestion
=533 by tho Procident of the Mnited Statas at 2 similsor ceremeny
held in Washington.

¥e regrast that coanot scooomedata tho chjoutisng of the individamal
an cemtrary to poligy,

Sivcerely,
A. . MARSCHALL
COMMISSIONER

PC:REYREED:: X017 /27 /791851499
BEW:7/30/75, ;widh
cw: PCP, PC(2), PCu, PraAnL, POEIVA), A(R/F), AKX, 20{3)

PC D » O
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RE: M. A. Shroyer _ ‘7

-

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is requested.
Your findings and views, in duplicate form, along
with return of the enclosure, will be appreciated.
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Return Attention: Tom Fahey L
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CHAIAMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE
OVERSIGHT OF THE INTERHAL
FEVENUE SERVICE

?J c.ni{cb Biales ,%Gﬂ afe COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
CHAIRMAN, SUDCOMMITTEE ON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 LIMITATIONS ON CONTRACTED

AND DELEGATED AUTHORITY

__SELECT COMMITTEE ON

February 22, 19 8? e ) SMALL BUSINESS
/ vt L
Kevin Flanagan ! bl
Acting Director of Congressional ' "l ‘
Affairs SR K
Room 6114 i ™~
18th & F Street N.W. Oy A =~

washington, D.C. 20405 .
i 3 7oe
Dear Mr. Flanagans:
s

please find enclosed a letter I recently received
from one of my constituents. AS yoican see, she 1is
concerned that port of entry signs along the border
between the United States and Canada may be of fensive
to certain people.

Although I note that Mrs. McDonough has written
the GSA gseveral times in the past, 1 am hopeful that
you can provide me with a satisfactory response to her et
concexrns. .

Thanks for your prompt attention to this matter.
1 look forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Wwith best personal regards, 1 am

Sincerely.

225/ -

Enclosure
(W fh% 3\
10YLNOI
33n30n0asauunﬂ
g4
08, Rd ns ¢ |7 93]
BiLLINGS UTTE ACAT FALLS
(406) 5;7-5790 (405? 792-8700 (:;os) u':—lsu (] 3 ,’ Y lﬂﬁaﬂu {Au:‘)“:'s:’n-‘:ou

RECYCLED PAPER
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¥ax Bscus
U. S. Senate

Dear Senator;

I am w-iting in rapard Lo the Fort of “Zniry Zicns vhich are loceted at

verious border towns coming info the US from Cenade, I Yrva sean one

such sisn at Chief ¥t. and it is a Aisecrace to the prople of tre U.S.

It is s (Flower people) Hippy type peintinp, veleoring you to the

UShA. '

We of the imerican Lepion Auxiliapy heve irken ihis to the Ganeral

Sirvices Riministration, and like so many other—Hritigs the GSA is dolng,

T% scems our roney was.spent foolishly. Ve boelieve these sipns chould

be repeinted. (Free of charge if possible). They vere cone by e

Yy, Peter Max,

This, we belicve ic not a Montana problen alone =ni we =ve in tre

process of writing a resolutinon to te presented at the 1080 Net 'l

Convantion, of Lepisn =nd fuxiliery.

Eg_gggld like y ur opinigg_gg_lhigl_ghggld_Le_ijj;ln.;n_izﬁng mvn
epislatnre 1st??

~ur peoolution will keve to inelude informeii-n sbout the sirnz ‘hat

idoniify thiz nc a national isrue ratter than o comrunity ireue,

snuy help you ran rive us weporiing theze sipns, vhere they sre locaied,
their cost, eet, will te greatly aprracialed,

I hzve written 2 1i-~s {o the fiSA in Vashinrinn DC. I finelly ot

nn mmswnr shout ‘he zigns.. They said they vere ewsre of thew, rvl

were sarry that I 434 not spprove of reter Yax's vt vork,

Flrmsse givine;

[iA]
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Honorable Paul Hatfield
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

& -Daar Senator Hatfield:

ﬁ?; . ~Thank you for your recent inquiry on behalf of Mr. Wesley F. Rodgers,
Sweetgrass, Montana, regarding the Peter Max Border Statfon "Welcome
Signs.” Mr. L. J. Castillo, Commissioner, Immigration and Natural-
ization Service, referred your letter to us for reply.

It 1s understandable that reaction to artwork 1s subjective and
Mr. Max' style has been describad by others as reminiscent of the
1930's art nouveau -- as "kaleidoscopic" since he uses as many as
: ten colors to a picture. ; ' ;
f L]
At the dedication of the border station welcome signs on July 4, the
TR Administrator of General Services vemarked, "I think Peter Max hag™ =t ¥ '~
: captured fn these paintings the warmth and excitement we hopa will
L/ be falt by all people entering this country -- visitors and residents
" alike.” In this regard, we have received many favorable calls and .
letters supporting our efforts at the border station crossings.

We do appreciate Mr. Rodgers taking the time to share his thoughts
g with us and respect his comments, stnce as was stated earlifer in
ﬁ;ﬁgﬁkﬁ_ the response, reaction to artwork 1s subjective. If we can be of 'l
‘v further assistance, please 1et us know.

Sincerely,

Paul E. Boulding

Peputy Administretor ¢: PCF, AK, A, PFAAL, P, PC, PCD, § /7~

CD:MBLACKISTONE :vdh:10/11/78:x60613
ontrol No. 5601 due 10/11

RS gnclosvre

S pe
m

/2 /,m
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Honorable Willisw Von Raab
Comdssioner of Customs
Department of the Treasury

Dear Mr, VYon Rasbh:

In 1973 the General Services Administration (GSA) was asked by

the Bicentennial Comnission to suggest projects to coamemorate the
Nation's bicenternial celelwation. In response to this request GSA
proposed the bilingual welcoms signs to be located at the Canedian
and Mexican border crosaings. The Commission approved this indtiative.
In 1974 GSA oontracted with internationally acclaimed artist Peter Max
to dewvelop a series of seven welcome signs at a cost of $300,000. This
cost included comtract administration, design of seven pictorial scenes,
pseven ariginal paintings and fabrication of the fiberglass aigns.
Additionally, there were other costs associated with shipping, storege,
and the installiation at each location.

Omsidering the expense of replacement signage or artworks that you
have suggested and the current investment, I believe that it would
not be in the best interests of tha Govermment to remove the aigns.
I do, however, support phasing out over a period of time, those signs
that reach a point of needing extensive repair.

As Camissioner Haase indicated in the meeting with Mr. Caldwall
and Ms. Wallace, if thare are locations whera you feal the

of the wvaloome sign be improved or if the condition
of the sign is such that it requires repalr or replacement, GEA
would look into the specific problem and resolve it to your
satisfaction.

I trust you understand why we must respend in this mamner,
Sincerely,

Concur: PC Pz

cc: PCSA(Official) ,PCPS (2) [PC(2) ,PZ,PFAAL,AM,AES(6)
PCBA:NFARLEY :epa18/2/83:566~0951

Oontrol Mumber: N83-2263
Dua Date: 8/4/83



THIE COMPMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

WASHINGTON, D.C.

JUL 25 1983 FAC~-6-03-CM:A:L:S RC

Dear Mr. Carmen:

Recently, members of my staff met with Mr. Richard Haase,
Commissioner of Public Buildings Service, to discuss my desire to
remove the Peter Max signs from the Customs ports of entry on the
Canadian and Mexican Borders. Mr. Haase indicated that he did
not feel the signs should be removed due to the high investment
cost in the signs and the fact that many people liked the artwork.

As this matter is of concern to me, I was distressed by the
outcome of the meeting. In my opinion, the Peter Max signs do
not present the most appropriate image for the Customs Service;
the first representative of the United States Government that the
foreign visitor meets. It is my feeling that any artwork displayed
at our ports of entry should have a patriotic theme, symbolizing
the American way of life. At the same time, the signs should impart
a sense of sincere welcome to visitors from foreign countries and
United States citizens alike.

I would appreciate your calling me at your earliest convenience
to discuss this matter. I am sure an amicable resolution can be
reached.

Yours faithfully,

15515

The Honorable

Gerald P. Carmen To Rec'd Dy
Administrator _m' 72:'16 8’7‘1‘ j

General Services Administration ggomiwith“__ ______
18th & F Streets, NW. gnature of i ...

Appro Acti
WaShingtOH, D-Co 20405 Iggormat103? __________

Cy of Reply to
Info to

A AD AM AR

e - 8V



Welcome to the United States

Bienvenidos a los Estados Unidos

Bienvenue aux Etats-Unis

A brief ceremony marking the dedication of bilingual welcome signs at entry points
along the northern and southern borders of the United States will highlight our
Fourth of July reception this year. Simultaneous ceremonies are being held in
Washington, D.C., Mexico City and at some border stations.

The 200 bilingual signs include reproductions of seven colorful murals commissioned
by the U.S. General Services Administration and designed by artist Peter Max. Each
of the Peter Max pictures is an expression of the good will that exists among the
United States and its nearest neighbors -- Canada and Mexico -- and is meant to
convey a warm and cheerful greeting to visitors and immigrants to our country. The
murals are part of a total bilingual graphic communications system developed for
border entry points.




You are invited

toa
4th of July
Celebration

Marking the
installation of
Border Station
Welcome signs
by Peter Max

Welcome to the United States
Bienvenidos a los Estados Unidos
Bienvenue aux Etats-Unis

Jay Solomon
Administrator of General Services

requests the pleasure of your company ata
ceremony marking the installation of
bilingual welcome signs,

designed by Peter Max,

along the Mexican and Canadian borders of
the United States.

The celebration will begin

at 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, July 4, 1978

on the Ellipse,

Constitution Avenue at Seventeenth Street,
Washington, D.C.

As the highlight of this ceremony,- . -
Peter Max will present a painting of the
Statue of Liberty to the United States.
The painting will be accepted by

Jeff and Annette Carter.

The ceremony, with special entertainment
beginning at 2:30 p.m., is open to the
public and GSA employees and their
families are encouraged to take part

in this special July 4th celebration.



Welcome to the United States
Bienvenidos a los Estados Unidos

Bienvenue aux Etats-Unis



& U.S. General Services Administration



PROGRAM

Opening Remarks by Master of Ceremonies

HONORABLE JAY SOLOMON
Administrator of General Services

Introduction of Distinguished Guests

Remarks

HIS EXCELLENCY PETER M. TOWE
Ambassador of Canada

HIS EXCELLENCY HUGO B. MARGAIN
Ambassador of Mexico

PETER MAX

Presentation

JEFF AND ANNETTE CARTER

Entertainment
THE FEDERAL JAZZ COMMISSION
NUEVO HORIZONTE
THOM WAGNER AND ROB BRAGER
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«Each year, millions of people come into the United States
through entry stations along the Mexican and Canadian
borders. To welcome returning Americans, visitors and
immigrants, the U.S. General Services Administration
(GSA) has commissioned and installed at nearly 200
border points colorful murals designed by artist Peter Max.
Each sign carries the message “‘Welcome to the United
States” in English and Spanish or French.

The murals, each measuring 4 feet by 6 feet, are part of a
bilingual graphics communication system that GSA devel-
oped for use at border crossing stations. They are a cheer-
ful expression of the good will that exists among the
United States and its nearest neighbors, and introduce the
concept of providing clear bilingual information at border
facilities.

Today, on our nation’s birthday, simultaneous ceremonies
in Mexico City, Oftawa and at many border stations are
being held in celebration of the installation of the murals.
At our embassies in Canada and Mexico, American am-
bassadors are presenting one of the seven original Max
paintings to each host country. Here in Washington, Peter
Max is presenting a painting of the Statue of Liberty, in-
spired during the Bicentennial, to Jeff and Annette Carter,
who are accepting it on behalf of the people of the
United States.



NeWS Release June 12, 1978 16916

Artistic, Bilingual Border Welcome Signs to be Dedicated July 4

At about 160 ports of entry along the Canadian and Mexican borders
on July 4, signs saying "Welcome to the United States” in English and in
French or Spanish and incorporating multicolored artworks will be dedi-
cated in ceremonies arranged by the U.S. General Services Administration,

Commissioned by the GSA, the signs are reproductions from seven
original paintings by artist Peter Max.

The ceremonies will be co—-sponsored by the U.S., Customs Service and
Immigration and Naturalization Service, on whose property the signs
have been erected,

GSA provides administrative support to the border installations.

Jay Solomon, Administrator of General Services, said, "I think
Peter Max has captured in these paintings the warmth and excitement we
hope will be felt by all people entering this country--visitors and
residents alike,"

The style of Max, a 4l-year-old German-born New Yorker--by way of
China, Tibet, Israel and back through Europe--is reminiscent of 1930s
art nouweau, His work is done in what has been called a "kaleidoscopic,
technicolor” style, with as many as 10 colors to a picture, which many

considered Max's trademark at the time,

(MORE)

GE!@ U.S. General Services Administration - Central Office
D N18th & F Sts., NW, Washington, DC 20405 (202) 566-1231




In addition to erecting the signs at its border stations, INS has placed

one Max welcome sign in a Philadelphia federal building where new American
citizens are sworn in, and is considering putting them up in other similar
places.

The border signs are only one of several art projects and programs
in which GSA is involved. A major patron of the arts, the agency has
commissioned 150 works of art worth more than $4 million for federal
buildings over the past 16 years.

Under GSA's "Art-in-Architecture” program, up to one-half of
one percent of the estimated construction cost of a federal building,
or the cost of major repairs and alterations to an existing one, may
be used for art.

Simultanecusly with the border ceremonies, three others will take
place July 4 in the U.S., Mexican and Canadian capitals.

In a Washington ceremony hosted by GSA, Max is to present the U.S.,
through President Carter's son Jeff and his wife Annette, with a painting
of the Statue of Liberty he did on July 4, 1976. The artist wanted to
commemorate the third year of the Biceantennial, and to show his love for
his adopted country.

The four-by-eight foot painting is in a different style from that
of the border signs, It is more realistic, more detailed and the colors——
earthy reds, blues, grey and brown——are more subtle, warm and muted,

Max said he decided to present this painting in 1978 because it

was exhctly 200 years ago, in 1778, that the American revolutionary

{MORE)
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victory over the British at the battle of Monmouth (New Jersey) con-
vinced the French--who in 1884 presented the U.S. the Statue of Liberty--
to enter the war on the American side,

The statue became a national monument in 1924,

In Mexico City and Ottawa, the American ambassadors are to present
originals of two of the seven Max paintings to the Mexican and Canadian
governments during U.S. independence day celebrations at the U.S.
embassies,

(NOTE TO EDITORS: A complete list of border stations is attached.)

CONTACT: Peter Hickman, GSA Information, 202/566-1231 or 301/530-1210.

LE



BORDER INSPECTION STATIONS

LOCATION

Point Roberts, WA
Blaine, WA (Peace Arch)
Blaine, WA (Pacific Highway)
Lynden, WA

Sumas, WA
Nighthawk, WA
Oroville, WA
Ferry, WA
Danville, WA
Laurier, WA
Frontier, WA
Boundary, WA
Metaline Falls, WA
Porthill, ID
Eastport, ID
Roosville, MT
Chief Mountain, MT
Piegan, MT

Del Bonita, MT
Sweetgrass, MT
Wildhorse, MT
Willow Creek, MT
Turner, MT
Whitlash, MT
Morgan, MT
Opheim, MT
Scobey, MT
Whitetail, MT
Raymond, MT
Fortuna, ND
&mbrose, ND
Noonan, ND
Portal, ND
Northgate, ND
Sherwood, ND
Antler, ND
Westhope, ND
Carbury, ND
Dunseith, ND

St, John, ND
Hansboro, ND
Sarles, ND
Hannah, ND

Maida, ND
Walhalla, ND
Neche, ND
Pembina, ND
Westhope, ND
Noyes, MN

HOLDING AGENCY

GSA
GSA
GSA
Customs
GsaA
Customs
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
I&NS
I&NS
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
I&NS
GSA
I&NS
I&NS
I&NS
Customs
I&NS
I&NS
GSA/INS
I&NS
GSA
I&NS
GSA
GSA
GSA
Customs
GSA
I&NS
GSA
Customs
GSA
GSA
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
Customs
GSA
GSA
GSA

June 7, 1978
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Lancaster, MN

Pine Creek, MN

Roseau, MN

Warroad, MN

Baudette, MN

International Falls, MN

Crane Lake, MN

Ely, MN

Grand Portage, MN

Sault Ste, Marie, MI

Roberts Landing, MI

Algonac, MI

Marine City, MI

St, Clair, MI

Port Huron, MI

Detroit, MI (Ambassador Bridge)
Detroit, MI (D&C Tunnel)
Buffalo, NY (Peace Bridge)
Niagara Falls (Whirlpool Bridge)
Niagara Falls (Rainbow Bridge)
Youngstown, NY

Lewistown, NY

Cape Vineent, NY

Clayton, NY

Thousand Is. Bridge, NY
Alexandria Bay, NY
Churubusco, NY
Morristown, NY

Cannon Cormners, NY
Ogdensburg, NY

Fort Covington, NY

Trout River, NY

Chateaugay, NY

Mooers, NY

Champlain, NY

Rouses Point, NY

Alburg, VT

Alburg Springs, VT

Highgate Springs, VT

West Berkshire, VT
Richford, VT (Pinnacle Road)
East Richford, VT

Richford, VT

North Troy, VI

Derby Line, VT (Interstate Rt. 91)
Derby Line, VT (U.S. Rt. 5)
Norton, VT

Canaan, VT

Beecher Falls, VT
Pittsburgh, NH

Customs

I&NS

Customs

ISNS

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

Free — Pier Facility
Free — Pier Facility
Free — Pier Facility
Free — Pier Facility
GSA

GSA/Customs

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA/Bridge Commission
Free - Pler Facility
GsSA

Free — Summer Only
Pier Facility

Free — Summer Only
Pier Facility

GSA

GSA

GSA

Free - Summer Only
Pier Facility
Customs

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

Customs

GSA

GsSA

GSA

GSaA

GSA

GSA

GSA

GSA

I&NS
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Coburn Gore, ME
Jackman, ME

Grand Portage, ME
Forest City, ME
Fort Kent, ME
Madawaska, ME

Van Buren, ME
Hamlin, ME
Limestone, ME

Ft. Fairfield, ME
Bridgewater, ME
Houlton, ME
Monticello, ME
Vanceboro, ME
Calais, ME (Ferry Point)
Calais, ME (Millcown)
Eastport, ME
Lubec, ME

Bar Harbor, ME
Portland, ME

San Ysidro, CA
Tecate, CA
Calexico, CA
Andrade, CA

San Luis, AZ
Lukeville, AZ
Sasabe, AZ
Nogales, AZ - 2 stations
Douglas, AZ

Naco, AZ

Lochiel, 4Z
Antelope Wells, NM
Columbus, NM

El Paso, TX (Paso del Norte)
El Paso, TX (Ave., of the Americas)

Ysleta, TX

Fabens, TX

Fort Hancoek, TX
Presidio, TX
Amistad Dam, TX
Del Rio, TX

Eagle Pass, TX
Laredeo, TX

Falcon Heights, TX
Roma, TX

Rio Grande City, TX
Los Ebanos, TX
Hidalgo, TX
Progresso, TX

Brownsville, TX (Gateway Br.)

Alcan, AK
Haines, AK

GSA
GSA
GSA
Custonms
GSA
GSA
GSA
Customs
GSA
GSA
Customs
GSA
Customs
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
Free - Pler Facility
Free - Pler Facility
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
I&NS
I&NS
GSA
GSA
I&NS
1&NS
I&NS
I&NS
I&NS
GSA
GSA
GSA
Customs
GSA
GSA
Free
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA



News Release -

GSA Arranging Independence Day Celebrations in 3 Capitals, Alonmg 2Borders

The Statue of Liberty is coming to Washington for the Fourtdf of
July this year.

Not the metal one in New York Harbor, of course, but a four-by-eight
foot painting of the famous torch-bearing lady which will be presented
to the United States by its creator in a ceremony on the Ellipse behind
the White House,

The painting will be accepted by President Carter's son Jeff and
his wife Annette.

It's all part of a tri—national happening arranged by the U.S.
General Services Administration, whose head, Jay Solomon, will host the
Washington portion.

Related events will take place in Mexico City and Ottawa.

This time, it's not the French who are presenting the Statue of
Liberty, but a 4l-year-old German Jewish artist who painted its picture
expressly on July 4, 1976 because he loved his adopted country.

He is Peter Max, an innovative, colorful and sometimes controversial
New Yorker (by way of China, Tibet, Israel and back through Europe).

Max decided to present the painting this year because it was exactly
200 years ago, in 1778, that an American revolutionary war victory over
the British at the battle of Monmouth, in New Jersey, convinced the

French to enter the war on the American side,

(MORE)
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And the French, of course, presented the Statue of Liberty——the
metal one in New York Harbor--to the U.S. in 1884, The statue became
a national monument in 1924,

Max decided to present the painting to the U.S. at this time to
commemorate the third year of the Bicentennial,

Scheduled to participate in the Ellipse ceremony are U,S5. Customs
Service Commissioner Robert E. Chasen, Immigration and Naturalization
Service Commissioner Leonel J, Castillo, the Mexican and Canadian ambas-
sador to the United States, Hugo B. Margain and Peter M. Towe, and Max.

GSA commissioned Max to create seven paintings which were reproduced
as more than 200 welcome signs and erected at Customs and Immigration
ports of entry along the Mexican and Canadian borders.

The entire collection of these paintings and a large map indicating
their installation sites will be on display during the Ellipse ceremony.
GSA estimates the welcome signs will be seen by about five and a half
billion people during the next 20 years.

At the U,S, embassies in Mexico City and Ottawa on July 4, traditional
independence day celebrations will include presentation by the American
ambassadors to the host govermments of one of the seven original Max
paintings.

The third part of the Independence Day activities GSA is arranging
are dedications of many of the 200 welcome signs at entry stations along
the Mexican and Canadian borders.

These ceremonies will be variously sponsored by GSA, Customs and/or
Immigration., The signs are on USCS and INS installations,

( MORE)



The four-by-six foot signs are of weatherproof fiber glass and carry
below them the legend "Welcome to the United States” in English and in

French or Spanish.

(NOTE TO EDITORS: A LIST OF BORDER STATIONS IS ATTACHED).
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2.

10.

12.
13.
1y4.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21

22.
Z3

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATTION SERVICE

Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Faci;ity,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Bo;ﬁer Facility,
Bofder Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Tacility,
Border Tacility,
Border Facility,

Border Facility,
Border Facility,

Border Facility,

Pine Creek, Minnesota
Warroad, Minnesota

Del Bonita, Montana
Morgan, Montana

Opheim, Montana

Turner, Montana
Whitetail, Montana
Wildhorse, Montana
Willow Creek, Montana
Pittsburgh, New Hampshire
Antelope Wells, New Mexico
Columbus, New Mexico
Antler, North Dakota
Fortuna, North Dakota
Amistad Dam, Texas
Fabens, Texas

Fort Hancock, Texas
Presidio, Texas

Ysleta, Texas

Boundary, Washington

Frontier, Washington
Scobey, Montana

Raymond, Montana



10.
11.
12.
13.
1u.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

UNITED STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE

Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Boréfer' Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,
Border Facility,

Border Facility,

Bridgewater, Maine
Hamlin, Maine

Forest City, Maine
Monticello, Maine
Lancaster, Minnesota
Roseau, Mimnesota
Whitelash, Montana
Cannon Corners, New York
Churubusco, New York
Canbury, North Dakota
Hannah, North Dakota
Hansboro, North Dakota
Maida, North Dakota
Neche, North Dakota
Northgate, North Dakota
Sarles, North Dakota
Walhalla, North Dakota
Falcon Heights, Texas
Richford, Vermont
Lyndon, Washington

Nighthawk, Washington
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Frepily 1o . . .
At o Director, Operations Division - PBO

subect  Capitalization of Art Work in the
Federal Buildings Fund

To
A1l Regional Commissioners, PBS

It has been determined that purchased art objects are properly classified
@s assets and are considered accountable property. The enclosed BCPB
memorandum dated May 2, 1979, explains the basic procedures for Finance
and provides some other information relative to accountability. For the
purpose of complying with the intent of their memorandum, we consider
appropriate for accountability the art-in-architecture produced art

work, the original Peter Max paintings and the reproductions of Peter

Max intended for border crossings, and other art work which you deem
includable. Other related information follows:

1. Art objects which are accountable include those art works which
are not considered as permanently a part of the building, grounds, or
approaches. These art objects would specifically include paintings or
valuable reproductions, wall hangings, or other demountable or removable
art objects of value.

2. Responsibility for inventory accountability should be assigned
at no lower than the Field Office level in PBS. Where art work is
Tocated in the central or a regional office, appropriate accountability
would reside with the office or division in which the art objects are
located.

3. Where art objects are not Tocated in a PBS operated facility,
such as Immigration and Naturalization Service or Customs Service
facilities, accountability should be transferred to the operating agency
or the appropriate operating agency official. A Receipt for Property,
GSA Form 1025, may be used when accountable art objects are loaned to
other Government officials.

4. When art objects are moved permanently from one location to
another, changes in accountability or changes in the location listed in
the automated inventory must be made immediately. Art objects or other
accountable objects in transit are the responsibility of the sending
accountability officer until such time as a certified receipt is signed
by the receiving official. A formal transfer of accountability to the
receiving official should be finalized immediately upon receipt of a
signed receiving document. Temporary changes in location or accountability
should be appropriately documented by either a formal accountability
change or by documented receipts in the accountability files, i.e. GSA
Form 1025.



5. Damaged or lost art objects must be reported on an approved
Report of Property for Survey (GSA Form 526) and/or Report of Loss or
Theft (GSA Form 182) immediately upon obtaining knowledge of the occur-
rence. All means of investigation must be exhausted prior to relief
from accountability for said objects.

A Tist of the number of Peter Max 4' x 8' reproductions which our records
show have been sent to your region is attached. Please verify in writing
to Operations Division, Office of Buildings Management (PBOP) the location
and title of each reproduction located in your region. Lost or destroyed
reproductions must also be accounted for. The 1' x 8° bilingual signs

are not considered art objects and for the purpose of accountability
should be treated as are other installed signs.

Accordingly, you should take steps to provide a complete inventory of
purchased art objects to the Regional Office of Finance as soon as
possible. Immediate steps should be taken to assign accountability for
this property to an appropriate official.

Guidance on personal accountability is contained in PBS P 5800.18A,
Chapter 6, paragraphs 56 through 62, and in OAD P 7800.3, Management of
GS5A Internal Personal Property. Other questions should be directed to
your Regional Management Services Division and your Regional Finance
e

ssistant C
or Buildings

Enclosures

gnagement

cc: All Regional Administrators, GSA
A1l Regional Directors, BMD
Regional Director, BOD - WPO



BCPB
Capitalization of Art tlork in the Federa) Buildings Fund

A1l Renjonal Directors, Finance Division
Director, Central Offjce Financial Management Division

In the past, Art Work purchased by tia Public Buildings Service was
expensed. The Deputy Assistant Inspector General for Auditing (AWA)

in his "Interim Report on Audit of Injtia} Tenant Alterations in

Leased Space - 215 Fremont Street, San Francisco® states that art works
"should be treated as accountable property and the Costs capitalized"

Items of Art Work, inc] ding Peter Hax signs, purchased in the future
are o be capitalized in a new general Tedger account, 147X Art Yorks
(Attachment 1). Works of art previously purchased ara to be capitalized
by debiting 147.1, Art Works, and crediting 550.6, Adjustment to Prior

Year's Operations - Art Horks.

The Peter Max signs were purchased from fund 140, 0L, P3s and charged
to expense. Attachment 2 shows the total costs ($390,030) of the signs
and the unit cost. The expense is to be reljeved by thz Central Office
Figancia] }anagement Division making the following entry in DAC to
149.1.62:

Dr. 147.329, Administrative Equipment
Cr. 518.993, Adjustments o Prior Year Operations

Each region must ascertain from regionai PBS wnat signs are in the region
and make the following entries for the amount of unit costs on Attachment 2.

DA{, Entry:

Dr. 581.789, Transfer of Assets to Other Agencies ar Fund.
- Cr.. 147.929, Administrative Equipment

{IEAR Entry:

Dr. 147.1, Art Yorks
Cr. 318.2, Transfer of Personal Property In

A subsidiary for general ledger account 147.1 wil] be imaintained on the
Equipment Depraciation and Inventory Control System (53I1CS). Each region
will establish its own subsidiary. The Installation Varizble File (IVF)
in EDICS riust be changed to reflect the neuy general ledzer account. The
depreciation rate on the IVF is to be zero and the salvaga value should
equal tho-book value of the art vork. Chapter 15 of Yolume IV, Operating
Guide (/IEAR) describes the requirenents of EDICS.




The Acting Commissioner of PBS in a letter dated April 13, 1979,
instructed regional PBS offices to complete an inventory of art
objects along with the purchase price and provide a copy to each
Finance Division. UWhen these inventories are received, the art
works are to be capitalized as previously described.

Contact Dave Hollar on 566-1758 with any questions.

WILLIAM J. RITA
Director of Finance

, Enc u =
) losures

cc: official file - BCPBR»"
A

B

BC

BF

BCP

BCF-Action Copy

BCG

BT

BCC

PF

PBw”’

BCPB-RF
BCPB:Hollar:wm:x61758:4/25/79
RET:Hollar:wm:x61758:5/30/79

BCPB DATE

BCP DATE




o - Attachment I

147.% Art Works (192.X)

This is a debit balance account maintained to show the cost of art works
purchased. The art works may be located in federally owned or leased
buildings. The Equipment Depreciation & Inventory Control System (EDICS)}

will be utilized as a subsidiary to this account.
147.1 Art Works

Debit this account with:

1. Vouchers for purchase of art works which have been approved for
payment. Contra to 103.X.
2. Transfers from another agencies or region. Contra to 318.X.

3. Acquisitions on the accrual basis. Contra to 201.X, 203.X.

f\

Credit this account with:

1. Writeoff due to abandonment, destruction, disposal, etc. Contra to

555. X.

2. Transfer to another agency or region. Contra to 318.X.




N\ , Attachment 2

COST OF PETER MAX SIGNS

TOTAL UNIT

DESCRIPTION ! COsT COST

1. Design and production of 7 original $ 105,000.00 $ 15,
Peter Max pictures (on stretch
canvas), according to the payment
plan and phases of accomplishment
outlined in the original contract.

2. 200 copies of scene 1 thru 7 156,436.00
3. Fabrication of 1' x &' bi-lingual 38,564.00
signs.
Total Cost $ 300,000.00

000.00

782.18
193.19




Date
Reply to

Atin of :

Subject:

To

Q Q General Services Administration, Region 1
DB John W. McCormack Post Office and Courthouse
DN\ Boston, MA 02109

October 5, 1979

1pB

Capitalization of Art Work in the Federal Buildings Fund

Assistant Commissioner for Buildings Management - PB
Attn: Director, Operations Division - PBOP

This is to reply to your communication of July 19, 1979.

A complete inventory of purchased art objects has now been submitted

to the Regional Finance Office,

the various Field Offices where the items are located.

Accountability has been assigned to

As requested, we are verifying that Region 1 has 37 Peter Max Signs
with location and title of each sign as follows:

TITLE

Scene 1 Cosmic Jumper

Scene 2 Flowers

Scene 3 Spectrum

Scene 4 Stars

Scene 5 One Nation

Scene 6 American Traveler

LOCATION

Van Buren B.S.;Portland(Storage)
Coburn Gore B.S5.; Derby Line $#5
B.S.; North Troy B.S.; West
Berkshire B.S.

Portland (Storage)

Fort Fairfield B.5.;Fort Kent B.5.;
Hamlin B.S.;Jackman B.S.;Calais
(Milltown)B.S.;Alburg B.S5.; Alburg
Springs B.S.:Norton B.S.

Portland (Storage); Lubec B.S.

Beebe Plains B.S.;Canaan B.S.;

TOTAL

Derby Line #91 B.S.;East Richford B.S.;

Madawaska B.S.;Houlton B.S.;Boston
POCH (Storage) ;Monticello B.S.
Limestone B.S.;Bridgewater B.S.;
Calais(Ferry Point)B.S.;Orient B.S.;
Forest City B.S.;Eastport B.S.;

8

Beecher Falls B.S.; (Connecticut Lakes)

Pittsburg B.S.

8



TITLE LOCATION TOTAL

Scene 7 Easy Sailing Vanceboro B.S.;Highgate Springs B.S.;
Richford B.S.: {Pinnacle Road) Richford
B.S. 4
Grand Total 37

Regional Commissioner
Public Buildings Service
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PETER MAX ACCOUNTABILITY

REGION 6/1/79 Totals
1 37
2 18 (Region indicated 17) g
3 16
4 2
5 17
[ 2
7 23
8 33 (Region indicated 32 + 1 stolen)
9 16 (Region indicated 15)
10 19 (Region indicated 18 + 1 stolen)
co 15
198

ORIGINALS - 7 Total

Government of Canada

Government of Mexico

Commissioner, INS

Assistant Commissioner for
Construction Management, GSA

——







WHY OR EVENT:

1978 Annual Report

PLACE: PBS

PARTICIPANTS:
Peter Max border sign at Canadian-U.S. frontier.

WHAT ARFE THEY DOING:

DATE: SR
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Welcome to the United States

Bienvenue aux Etats-Unis
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DATE:

REPLY TO

ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
Region 9

July 17, 1978

3 (7 Y
N GntrAL “"”‘s‘l‘.ﬁ

9PBD 2

Peter Max Pictorial Unveiling - Calexico Border Station, CA

AST

The enclosed photos are representative of the ceremony at the
Calexico, CA Border Station unveiling the Peter Max Pictorial.

The participants pictured are:
1. GSA Assistant Buildings Manager
2. U.S. Customs Assistant District Director
3. U.S. I&NS Officer-in-Charge
4., U.S. Department of Agriculture Officer-in-Charge

If you should have any questions, please call me at FTS 895-6640.

Buildings Manager

Attachments
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PUB:

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds






Al Peter Max Border Signs

PLACE: Region 9 (Calexico Border Station, CA)

PARTICIPANTSGS GSA Assistant Buildings Manager, U.S, Customs Assistant District Director,
U.S. I & NS Officer-in-Charge, U,S. Department of Agrigulture Officer-
in-Charge

WHAT ARE THEY DOING: Unveiling of Peter Max Pictorial

DATE: 1978




Welcome 1o he United States

a los Estados Unidos




WHY OR EVENT: Peter Max Border Signs

PLACE: Region 9 ( Calexico Border Station, CA)

PARTICIPANTS: GSA Assistant Buildings Manager, U.S. Customs Assistant District Director,
U.S, I & NS Officer-in Charge, U.S. Department of Agriculture
Officer-in-Charge

WHAT ARE THEY DOING: Unveiling of Peter Max Pictorial

DATE: 1978
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DATE:

REPLY TO

ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Region 9

July 10, 1978

-H=F7

Peter Max Pictorial Q—- CZ" 5 k’ ) ,r/\

AST

& St
LS A S 1+ I
GiaAL MaVIKTS
Yy ADMBRITRATION {y

X B

The enclosed photos depict the unveiling of the Peter Max Pictorial
at the San Diego, CA Border Station. The newspaper photo and
article, also enclosed, are self-explanatory. An additional set of
photos depicting the unveiling at the Calexico, CA Border Station
will be sent to you as soon as they have been developed.

The legend for the photos follows:
1. The pictorial before unveiling.
2. The general locational setting.
3. Tourist taking picture.

4, Group shortly after unveiling. Includes tourists and local
Federal officials.

5. Local Federal officials who participated in unveiling. Left
to right: Assistant Customs Port Director, Customs Port Director,
Assistant GSA Buildings Manager, Agriculture Department Acting Officer-
in-Charge, GSA Buildings Manager, and Immigration and Naturalization
Service @fficer-in-Charge.

Attachments
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Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Saving{ Bankly
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Welcme to the United States
Bienvenidos a los Estados Unidos
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